May 16-19, 2007

Aboriginal Curatorial Collective and TRIBE present:

Corralling Art - Aboriginal Curatorial Practice in the Prairies and Beyond

Bessborough Hotel, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,

Battleford Room

May 16, 2007

6:00 – 8:00

Reception: Meet and Greet at the Mendel Art Gallery

The Mendel Art Gallery – 950 Spadina Crescent East – Tea Lounge

Celebrating Ahasiw

6:00 
Participants Arriving and Welcoming

6:30 
Welcoming Remarks

Terry Graff , Mendel Director


Alexandra Badzak, Public Programs


Barry Ace, ACC


Adrian Stimson,Celebrating Ahasiw


Michelle Brass Tribute to Ahasiw’s Life

6:50 
Reception – Snacks and Drinks

8:00 
Reception Ends

Live music Spadina Freehouse by Eekwol sponsored by Tribe
Day I – May 17, 2007
9:00 – 9:30

Registration 

9:30 - 10:00


Welcoming Address;

Lori Blondeau, Tribe

Barry Ace, ACC  

Jeremy Morgan, Executive Director SAB

Canada Council for the Arts 

10:00 – 10:30
 

Keynote Speaker - Adrian Stimson, Curator in Residence, Mendel Art Gallery

“Breakaway” 

When Corralling there are those who “Breakaway”, the act of breaking away will be applied to Corralling Prairie Curatorial practice and beyond. 
10:30 – 11:45

Prairie Curators Speak; 

Moderated by Barry Ace

Curators from Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Alberta discuss their strategies on curatorial practice in the Prairies and how they are developing their programming and audience (both regionally and nationally). What do they foresee in the future regarding space, funding and support in these regions that have the fasting growing and largest Aboriginal populations in the country. Representatives from collecting art institutions, and Prairie based collections will speak on their collecting practice and whether or not they differ from other provinces.

Lori Blondeau, Director, TRIBE Inc. 

Joane Cardinal Schubert, Independent Curator, Alberta

Lynn Acoose, Independent Curator

12:00 – 1:15 

LUNCH BREAK

1:15 – 2:30

Curating The Next Generation: Theory and Practice; 

Moderated by Bonnie Devine
This session will involve and introduce the emerging Aboriginal critical and curatorial community in a lively open dialogue discussing their experiences and expectations for the future. Specific attention will be given to the new and emerging trends in the academic, critical and curatorial practices both on the Prairies and across the country to identify similarities and divergences. 

Michelle Lavellee Aboriginal Curator In Residence – A Space 

Daina Warren, Curator/Arts Admin. Grunt Gallery 

Candice Hopkins, Director Western Front Society
Jason Baerg, Artist / Curator within New Media Streams

2:30 – 3:00 

BREAK

3:00 – 4:00

Creating Space – Furthering The Discourse and Practice; 

Moderated by Dana Claxton 

This session focuses on the academic discourse and representation of Aboriginal voice in the academic and curatorial practice. Is there space for an Aboriginal discourse on Aboriginal art and the curatorial practice? How is the discourse controlled and who is responsible for that creating space?  What strategies can be employed to heighten the profile of Aboriginal voice, and what is the future for Aboriginal space in academic institutions and galleries?  

Lynne Bell, Professor, Uinversity of Saskatchewan

Anthony Kiendl , Director, Plug IN

Barry Ace, Co-Director, ACC

Hulleah J. Tsinhnahjinnie, Director, C. N. Gorman, University of California at Davis

Alexandra Badzak, Head of Public Programs, Mendel Art Gallery

5:00 to 9:00

Dinner at Wanuskewin Heritage Park. Paskwaw-Awi room
Welcoming song  sponsored by the Saskatchewan Arts Board
DAY 2 – May 18, 2007

9:30 – 11:30

Venice - Love it or Leave It?; Moderated by Ryan Rice 

Artists - Edward Poitras, Rebecca Belmore and the collective IA3 have entered the international artzone of one of the worlds most sought after and influential venue - the Venice Biennale. Is the world's stage a place for Aboriginal artists and curators to strive for? In the end, does it make a difference and what are the effects of representing? The panel will discuss their experience and how it affected their careers. Curators Gerald McMaster and Nancy Marie Mithlo will speak on the curatorial experience and preparations for Venice from an institutional and independent point of view.

Gerald McMaster, Curator, AGO  

Edward Poitras – Artist

Rebecca Belmore – Artist

Nancy Marie Mithlo, Curator, IA3

11:30 – 1:15

Lunch Break – Blackflash / ACC Magazine Launch



   Spadina Freehouse



  Co-sponsored by Blackflash, Tribe, Spadina Freehouse

“Seeing RED”, a signifier of presence ready to be witnessed in this special issue of BlackFlash. Such a platform, as well as an alliance established with the BlackFlash editorial committee is momentous fuel for the ACC’s ambitions/efforts to be pro-active in disseminating RED to a national contemporary arts audience and conscientious/discerning public. 

1:15 – 2:30

Curating Interdisciplinary Practices: 

Performance, Film, Video and New Media Art; 

Moderated by Archer Pechawis 

This panel will provide an opportunity to discuss the trends for the future of performance, film, video and new media practice including development, curating, conservation, archiving, research, institutional collection and presentation. As well, issues regarding curatorial practice around innovative critical assessment and promotion to enrich relationships with audiences; challenges and successes in presentation coordination, technology, audience participation, and institutional negotiation; and curatorial and institutional relationships with artists in and around the creative production process itself, especially in cases of commissions of new work. Discussion on performance, new media and film practice as it relates to storytelling, documentation, ritual and ceremony, and the role of the curator. 

Steve Loft, Director, Urban Shaman

Elwood Jimmy, Independent Curator 

Dana Claxton, Independent Curator

Terrance Houle, Interdisciplinary Artist 

2:30 – 2:45

BREAK

2:45 – 4:30

OPEN SESSION

ACC members and conference participants are invited to sign up for 10 minute presentations informing all of what they have in development at local, regional, provincial, national or international venues. Presenters include Robin Brass, Thirza Cuthand. Frank Shebageget, and Wally Dion
4:30 

Closing Remarks 
5:00 – 6:00

Cocktails & Viewing of Aboriginal work from the permanent collection

Saskatchewan Arts Board

417 24th Street East

EVENING  7:00 – 10:00

Performance & Curator’s Talk 

Paved Art & New Media 

424 - 20th Street West
A Performance by Warren Arcan 

Warren Arcan lives and works in Vancouver, where his artistic output includes performance art, film and video, theatre and text based work. His past performance pieces include “Six Gun Sufi” (cowboy ballads and sexdeath mysticism); “Surgery” (hermaphrodism as a metaphor for Abo identity); “Flamingo Killer” (a ‘based-on-a-true-story’ performance featuring a suburban kid and his grisly abreaction to behaviour modifying drugs); and most recently “Superchannel” (audience members received wireless headsets giving them access to 7 channels of selectable audio where they could mix their own ‘soundtrack’ for Warren’s simple performance task of ‘making eye contact’).

Curator Elwood Jimmy will present a talk about the exhibition “21”.  The exhibition features installations and videos by five artists who draw upon aboriginal and non-dominant cultures to raise questions about conventional definitions and Canadian official policies of “multiculturalism.” The artists, Cheryl L'Hirondelle, Gabriel Yahyahkeekoot, Divya Mehra, Jayce Salloum and Camille Turner, have used a variety of tactics to “infiltrate” the Western art canon and to explore, question and challenge the so-called authority that controls and maintains the official discourse and image of multiculturalism.

DAY 3 – May 19, 2007

10:00 – 12:00

Aboriginal Curatorial Collective Annual General Meeting

Mendel Art Gallery Auditorium
950 Spadina Cresent East

Introduction of new Board Members

Summary of ACC/CCA activities

Membership Fees & Establishment of Working Caucuses

